LEGISLATINAHHICBOARDRULES: PRIVATESE OF STATERESOURCES

(L)¥ntroduction. Publicesourcemeentrustetblegislatorandegislativemployeédurther the public
interestAppropriatiopublicfacilitiesgquipmersgrvicesndoersonniar personaenefitanundermine
thistrustandmpededbepropeperformanogovernmentisork. Atthe samdimeJegitimateeecexists
for limitecexceptiorigthis rule. Wheraseis incidentahfrequenitajvolvedeminimi®mocost tahe
state doeshotinterferavith performanofficial dutiesands reasonahblelightofegitimateneedand
expectationgthepubligvorkforceneithethepublitrustnorgovernmegtficiencgufferso anysignificant
degreeThisruledefineshecircumstancetien suchimitecexceptioregeappropriate.

Adoptioothis rulesbasednthe premisthatalllegislatoendegislativemploye®sllusegoogudgment
tgorotectpublicesourcemdidulfill theobligatiorstatedn thepolicyothe ethicsact: "Stateofficials

andemployee§overnmeritoldapublid¢rustthatobligatethemin aspecialvay tdhonestyandntegrity
infulfillingheresponsibilitteshich theyareelectedndappointed?aramouintthattrustis theprinciple
thatpublioffice whetheelectedappointednaynotbeusedor personghiroprivateadvantageThis

trustis grounded the personaésponsibiliyeach legislatandcemployee.

(2Purposeandscope. Thisruleprovideguidanaanthe propeuseoftate resourcedt is notintended
tocover evensituatiothatcouldariseregardinguchresourced-urtheclarificatiormaybesoughtrom
theboard.

TheSenateandHousefRepresentativaseencouragéashdopt policieapplyintheserinciplestheir
uniqueircumstancesdlothingrthis ruleisntendedtolimit the abilityofthe Senat@andhe Housef
Representativesdopt policiethataremoregestrictive Howevevjolationfamore restrictiv&€enater
HouseRepresentativpslicyvillnotconstitutaviolatiooRCW 42.52.160utwill constitutaviolation
ofSenateoHouseoRepresentativpslicy.

(3)Generalles.

(a)Legislatorsandlegislativemployeesay notusestateresourcescludingnypersormoney,
ompropertyundethelegislator@employeesfficiakcontrobdirectioroin hisoher custodyor private
benefibgain othe legislataemployeeiany othempersonexcepbnanincidentandnfrequertasis
asprovidedthese rules. Thisprohibitiotloeshotapplytathe useofpublicresourcesbenefitanother
persomaspart othe legislatoreemployeesfficiaduties.

(b) If theras noactuakosttahe stateothe costis deminimigf theras apublibenefitandf
theusedoesotinterfereviththe performanoéfficial dutiestheninfrequergindncidentalseofstate
resourcdser privatdenefimaybepermissible.

(i) Thecosttahe stateis deminimig theactuakxpendituadstate fundds sosmallasto
beinsignificammegligible.

(i) A publibenefiundethisrulemaybedirecoiindirect,suchasimprovingmployeeorale
ofactivitiesthatimprovéhework-relatgdbskillsofa legislatoroemployee.

(4)specialqualificatiommdimits.




(a) A legislatantegislativemployeaaynotmakerivateiseotate resourcder anycampaign
relateactivity.Suclauseostate resourcesnotauthorizémthis ruleandmayalsdeprohibiteloyRCW
42.52.18Gubjectahe exceptioms RCW 42.52.180@yardingormadndregulaconduatfanelected
official’officeanctcertainpermissibbt®@mmunicati@mouballofpropositions.

(b) A legislatarlegislativemployaeaynotmakeprivat@iseofiny statepropertwhicthasbeen
removedromstatefacilitiemther officialdutystationseverif theres nocosttahe state. Useof
computemghichhavebeenauthorizettbetaken outothe officefor officialpurposéas permittedsan
exceptiowthis ruletahe samextentspersonalseosuch computers permittedvherocated a
statefacilityoother officialdutystation.

(c)A legislatororlegislativeemployemaynotmakeprivatauseofanystate propertyvhichis
consumaldachaspaperenvelopessparepartsevenf theactuatosttahe stateis deminimis.

(d) A legislatarlegislativemployeeaynotmakerivateiseoktate computews otheequipment
taaccess acomputeretworloother databader personalseunlessherds nocosttahe stateandthe
usedoesnotinterferavith the performanoéhe legislatorsthe employeeddficialduties. Legislative
electronimailandnternetisesvhichdonotincuichargeareexampledises whichmeetheno-codest.

(e) Ingeneratlegislatarrlegislativemployeeaynotmakerivateiseoktate resourcesmdhen
reimburdbelegislatuisothereis noactuakosttahe state. HowevetheBoardecognizéisatin some
limiteaituationsuctadegislatorsemployeesorkingtemotelocationg,systenofeimbursememgay
beappropriatéAnysystenofeimbursememiusbeestablishdnythe SenateiHouseoRepresentatives
in advancandmustresulin nocosttahe state. Tobevalidundethisruleareimbursemegstenmust
beapprovebythe Board.

(5)Guidelinesinchypotheticaixamples.

(a) Questioneask yourself:
(i) Willmy personakeofpublicresourceesulin addedostsoranyther disadvantage
tahe legislatureAm lusinghisresource ordetoavoid persona&xpense?

(i) Aremy supervis@awaraeiny personalseopublicresourcesPolfeel areluctance
tadiscussthissubjectvith my supervisomy fellowemployees?

(i) Am Iconfiderthatmy useolegislativeequipmenill notcompromitige securityr
integritylegislativenformatiospftwareoithe legislativeformatiometwork?

(iv) Arepublicesourcdmingisedor purposdbatcouldeembarrassittthe legislature

bycreating@nappearanoémpropriety?

Example Anemployeenakesalocakelephoreall homevenafternoowhileon breakanakesurehe
employeechildrehavarrivethomeafelffromschool Thigs notanethicaliolationTherés nocostto



thestateandsincethecalltakeplaceonthe employedseakt will notinterferaviththeperformanoé
theemployeddsities.

Examp& AnemployeeperategnoutsiddusinessEverylaytheemployaaakesreceivedivetaen
businessallsusing statetelephoneAll othe callsarelocalcalls. Thisis anethicaliolation Although
thereisnocost tothestate, makingndreceivingrivatecallsthroughouhelayinterferes with the
performanc&theemployeafficiallutiebecausbeemployesconductingivatdusinesiuringvorking
hours.

Exampl& A legislatohasemploymesthethanthelegislativeosition Whilen Olympidurindegislative
sessionhelegislatanakesreceivedivetden busines=sllgperdayusinghestatetelephonellothe
callsarelocabpaid withapersonareditard. Thigs notanethical/iolationRCW 42.52.380ectshe
boarddnterprettheethicdawsin lightothe constitutiongtinciplthatthelegislatur@nsiststitizen-
legislatord=ulfillintheconcepithe part-timkegislatutgretainingontactvithoutsidemploymesdes
notinterfergviththeperformanoghe legislatorduties.

Exampk& Anemploye@ostsa noticecsell ausedcaronthe officebulletitboard. Thenoticegiveshe
employed'®metelephonambeifor thoseinterestedinquiringabouthe carThis isnoanethical
violationTherés nocosttdhe stateandpostinghenoticavillnotinterferaviththeperformano#official
dutiesincahosenvhowanttanquireabouthecarcancalltheemployeshome.

Example Onceayeardurin@two-weekeriodanemployegellscandyarstosupporta youthsoccer
team. Theemploydeaveshecandyarsan anemployesommoareaancemployeesaybuythe barsat
theirdeisureThigs notanethicaliiolationTherés nocosttdhe stateandhetransactiom®notinterfere
withtheperformanofficial duties.

Examplkg Everyspring grouppemployeeseettunchtimetoorganizeanagencygoftbalteam. The
meetingg heldn aconferenceonthatis notneedefibr agencpusinesturinghelunchhour. Thids not
anethicaliolation.Theres nocosttahe stateandsincethe meetintpkelaceduringhelunchount

doesotinterferaviththeperformanoéhe employeesfficialduties.

Examplé Anemployeés takinga nightschoatlassandafterworkindnoursiseslegislativeomputeo
do homeworKrheemploygeintshehomewortsingheofficeprinteandoersonglper Theappropriate
officialothe SenateHouseoiRepresentativhasdetermindnyadvancerittenapprovahattheclass
will enhancdne employegtbskills. Thisis notanethicaliolation.Theuseotthe officecomputeand
printewillresulinsomeosttdhe state. Howevethecostis negligibenaheemployesusingersonal
paper.Sincehe classwill enhandde employeg@bskillstheras a publidenefiand sinceghe activity
takesplacefterworkingnourst will notinterferaviththeperformanoéhe employeeéficialduties.

Exampke After workinpouranemployagsesheofficecomputendorintetacomposandorintreports
for a privatédousinesssingersongaper.Thisis anethicaliolationTheuseothe officecomputeand
printewill resulin someosttahe state. Althougthecostis negligibléheres nopublidenefitahe
statefromtheemployeetenductirfgsprivatéusiness.



Exampk Anemployeés irthe legislativieterrprograrands a studenata state four-yeaunniversity.
Whentimes availabléheinterrusesalegislativeomputéovork onapaperaspart olinassignedchool
project.Thanternalsocommunicat@scasionallyith thesupervisipgofessaegardinte projectising
electronimailandstate-paitbngdistanceelephorzlls.

Thigs notanethicaliolationThanternshiprograns acombinati@uucaticendwvorkexperieneehich
is specificaljesigndaythe legislatutecombineacademandprofessionatperience$heuseofwvork
timeandesourceis notsufficientanterferewith legislativeéutiesandhereis a statedpublibenefit.

Exampl®:Legislativequipmemicludesvidedapeplayer Onenightinemploydaekegshemachinegome
towvatch videosfa family vacationThisis anethicaliolation Althougtheras nocosttahe statean

employemaynotmakeprivataiseofstate equipmenémoveffomstatefacilitieorother officialduty
station.

Examplkl: Anemployeés authorizeéddotemporaryworkin anothelocatiomwayfromtheemployee’s
usuatlutystation. Toperformofficiadutiesheemploydakesanofficelaptogomputevhich hasbeen
checkeautforthispurposkomthelegislaturel heemployaeeshecomputéalonomeworkoraclass.
Theappropriatdficiabthe SenateHouseoRepresentativeasdetermindyadvanceritterapproval
thattheclasswill enhandade employeqbskills.

Thigs notanethicaliolationThesameonsideratiomkichallowtheusein Exampléapplyadongashe
computdrasbeerauthorizddr officiabusinesswvayfromthelegislativeffice.

ExamplE2. Twoemployeegsethelegislativeomputeretworltgplay agamethessviaelectronimail
duringheidunchhour.Thigs notanethicaViolatiobecaudberas nocosttdhe stateandhegameloes
notinterferevith officialduties.

Example3: A legislativeemployeeturns long-distantglephonealltoa nameandhumberthat the
employ@mesotrecognizélpotearninthatthecallis personghthethanbusinestheemployegranges
forthecalltdake placenpersondime. Theemployemteshetimeothe callandnakeareimbursement
pursuaritSenateandHouseRepresentativéslephonesepoliciesThiss notanethicaviolationThe
chargéahe statewasunintentionahdtheBoardhasapprovetieproceduredhe legislatiielephone
policies.

ExamplBt: A legislataonductstockrade®na state-issuddptogcomputerThids anethicaliolation.
Whileonductirastockirademaynotinterferewiththeperformanoéegislativedutiesit is animproper
useobtate resourcdsrprivatgain.Howeveoccasionakwingfjeneraktockmarkeactivityvouldall
withinthedeminimisiseexception.

Examplis: Forconvenienadhileunablesaccessahomeomputeturinghelegislativeessiomlegislator
establishesme-maidccounwvitha privatdnterneprovideior thereceipbipersonaé-mailenhis oher
computerThigs notanethicaliolatiorsdongas,(1)therearencactuatostdahe Stateforestablishing
oraccessirtgee-maadccoungnd2)thepersonalmaileceivear senfromtheaccourdrenotcampaign
relatednd3) accounactivitydoeshotinterfereviththe performanodegislativaduties.
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